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KIGALI INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATIONCENTRE.
EFFICIENCY IN DISPUTES RESOLUTION.

STANDARD AND SUGGESTED ARBITRATION
CLAUSES FOR CONTRACTS
Future Disputes
“Any dispute arising out of or in connection with this contract, including any question regarding
its validity or termination shall be referred to and finally resolved by arbitration under KIAC Rules”
Note - Parties should consider adding:
a. The number of arbitrators shall be ... (one or three);
b. The seat or legal place of arbitration shall be ... (town and country);
c. The language to be used in the arbitral proceedings shall be...

Existing Disputes
“A dispute having arisen between the parties concerning (……..), the parties hereby agree that the
dispute shall be referred to and finally resolved by arbitration under KIAC Rules”

STANDARD AND SUGGESTED MEDIATION
CLAUSES FOR CONTRACTS
Future Disputes
“Any dispute, controversy or claim out of or in relation to this contract, including the validity,
invalidity, breach or termination, thereof, shall be submitted to mediation in accordance with the
Kigali International Arbitration Centre Mediation Rules in force on the date when the request for
mediation is submitted.”

Existing Disputes
“The undersigned parties hereby agree to submit to mediation in accordance with the KIAC
Mediation Rules of the following dispute (Brief description of the dispute)

SUGGESTED CLAUSE FOR MEDIATION FOLLOWED
BY ARBITRATION
“Any dispute, controversy or claim out of or in relation to this contract, including the validity,
invalidity, breach or termination, thereof, shall be submitted to mediation in accordance with the
Kigali International Arbitration Centre Mediation Rules in force on the date when the request for
mediation is submitted in accordance with these rules.
If such dispute, in controversy or claim has not been fully resolved by mediation within one month
from the appointment or the confirmation of the mediator, it shall be settled by arbitration in
accordance with the Kigali International Arbitration Centre Rules.”
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KIAC PROFILE
Vision
To be the leading choice for international commercial arbitration and other ADR services.

Mission
To promote Rwanda as a venue of efficient arbitration services and a Center of excellence for
research and training of professionals in ADR

MEMBERS AND STRUCTURE OF KIAC
The Centre has a governance Board of Directors (BoD) comprised of seven (7) members appointed
by the Private Sector Federation (PSF) from professional associations and international members
with knowledge and practice in international arbitration.
For the day-to-day management, the Centre has a Secretariat led by the Secretary General
appointed by the BoD, with a support management and operational team.

Services and Procedures
KIAC administers cases under KIAC Arbitration Rules and UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules. Parties may
agree in part or wholly KIAC arbitration rules, a modern set of rules consistent with international
best practices and covering all aspects of the arbitral proceedings. Arbitration services under KIAC
are very cost effective with a schedule of fees allowing the costs of KIAC arbitrations to be kept in
line with the size and the complexity of the cases referred to the Centre.
KIAC boasts of worldwide panel of experienced, credible and independent arbitrators. Parties to
KIAC arbitrations are free to nominate their arbitrators, subject to confirmation by the Centre in
accordance with the KIAC Rules. When KIAC is called upon to appoint an arbitrator, it does so
primarily from one of its panels.

KIAC offers professional mediation services under KIAC
Mediation Rules (2014).
The Centre is committed to providing high quality logistical support to its users for the organization
of the hearings in Kigali; provision of suitable rooms, secretarial and catering services.
For more information please visit our website on www.kiac.org.rw or email us at info@kiac.org.rw
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL

I am happy to share with you our latest Annual
Report, which details our progress over the
past year and highlights some of our recent
accomplishments. It was another milestone
year as we reaped from our efforts invested in
enhanced Arbitration and ADR promotion not
only in Rwanda but also across Africa as a whole.
It was the first time for KIAC to host consecutively
two major international conferences in the
same year. The conferences were a tremendous
success in enhancing dialogue and networking
with various stakeholders. We are excited that
because of the Kigali SOAS Arbitration in Africa
conference culminated in the adoption of the
resolution to establish the African Arbitration
Association (AfAA). Another milestone recorded
was when Rwanda was voted by the majority
to host the AfAA headquarters. As we prepare
to host the AfAA, we are confident the KIAC
arbitration experience will offer valuable lessons
in developing AfAA strategy while addressing
challenges in Arbitration within Africa.
To consolidate further our achievements, KIAC
collaborated with the Center for International
Legal Cooperation (CILC) to implement a new
project aiming to enhance the capacity of ADR
professionals in alternative dispute resolution.
The Netherlands Ministry of Economic Affairs
through its agency the Netherlands Enterprise
Agency (Rijksdienst Voor Ondernemend
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Nederland) funds this project. The project aims
at enhancing KIAC’s capacity to coordinate the
development and promotion of ADR in Rwanda
and beyond East Africa. The details of the tasks
accomplished are in the report.
In our continuous pursuit of excellence, we
refreshed the Board of Directors’ Membership
with an addition of three new members who
replaced some of the previous BoD members.
We believe this will not only augment the BoD
diversity but also add new perspectives in the
different areas relevant to positioning of Rwanda
as a hub for ADR. We are forever grateful to the
previous members for their enormous impact of
the decisions and activities undertaken during
their tenure.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our
existing financing partners for their unflinching
support. I also express my appreciation to our
Board of Directors, and to our staff for their
contribution and commitment throughout the
year.

Dr. Masengo Fidèle, FCIArb
Secretary General KIAC
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INTRODUCTION

Launched on May 31st 2012, Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC) is the only arbitration
Centre in Rwanda. It was established by an Act of Parliament as stipulated by Law No 51/2010
0f 10/01/2010 in February 2011, under the auspices of the Rwanda Private Sector Federation in
partnership with the Government of Rwanda (GoR).
Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC) was established with a mandate to help domestic and
international business community to resolve commercial disputes in an amicable way. The Centre
supplements the Judiciary in providing time saving and cost effective means of settling disputes to
the business community, public institutions and people from the region and beyond.
Over the past six years of operation, KIAC has focused on improving the infrastructure required
to deliver quality services in arbitration and creating conducive environment for effective use of
arbitration practice and other friendly ways of dispute resolution in Rwanda. KIAC management
has identified the centre’s core business as derived from its attributions under article 4 of the
Law establishing its organization, functioning and competence, as summarized into four fold
components below:
•

To provide disputes resolution services through arbitration and other Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR) services;

•

To promote ADR through public education, publication and research;

•

To training and accreditation in ADR;

•

To promote Rwanda as a venue of International arbitration and advise the Government on
arbitration matters.

KIAC is now one of the leading arbitration institutions in Africa providing ADR services in both
national, regional and international contexts. This report describes accomplishments in Arbitration
and ADR promotion within the financial year of July 2017-June 2018.
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1

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS IN
SERVICE DELIVERY

KIAC growing Arbitration Case Load
Rwanda’s growing image as an attractive country with a strong functioning commercial justice
infrastructure and business investment climate has led to the growth in demand for ADR services
over the last years. Since its establishment in 2012, KIAC has an outstanding caseload of 89 cases
with the total amount in claim worth more than US$ 40M in only 6 years. International cases filed
involve parties from various nationalities notably the USA, Italy, South Africa, Kenya, Korea, Turkey,
Burundi, Nigeria, Pakistan, Senegal, Spain, Switzerland, Singapore, France, Zambia, Uganda, India,
China and The African Union.
The significant increase in its caseload annually is testament that users are increasingly entrusting
KIAC with the administration of complex and high-value disputes in arbitration. This is an incredible
achievement in arbitration since it takes 3-5 years for newly established centers to register the
first case. It is also remarkable that a high percentage of the KIAC awards were enforced within at
least 3-6 months. There is no doubt that KIAC has contributed to reducing court case backlog thus
raising efficiency of the administration of justice.

Summary of cases filed by KIAC (July2012 - June 2018)
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KIAC Cases by Market Industry (July2012 - June 2018)
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Gender of Arbitrators
(July 2017 - June 2018)

Language used in Arbtration
(July 2017 - June 2018)
English
44%

22%

Kinyarwanda
52%

78%
Male

Female

French
4%
Kinyarwanda

French

English

Mediation Caseload
Ever since the introduction of Mediation Service, KIAC has continued to receive cases that have been
resolved using mediation. This year, 2 cases were received and closed with mediation agreement
signed by disputants in a timely manner.
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INSTITUTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

New Members of the KIAC Board of Directors Announced
The mandate of the first KIAC Board of Directors ended in January 2018. While the Chairman,
vice chair and some members were retained, three new members were appointed. We believe this
refreshed board will provide valuable perspectives in the promotion of Arbitration and ADR in
Rwanda and beyond. Our deep appreciation goes to the entire BoD members whose unwavering
dedication, tremendous leadership and expertise contributed towards enhancing KIAC’s capacity
to effectively provide timely, innovative ADR services. We welcome the three new members that
were announced.
Olusola Adegbonmire, FCIArb, is a Legal Practitioner for 32 years.
She is a Chartered Arbitrator and has been a Fellow of the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators since 1999. She joined the Nigerian Bar in 1985.
She is on the Approved Faculty List of the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators as a Tutor and Assessor for the Institute, for Arbitration
and Mediation programs. She is currently the Chairman of the Training
Committee of the Nigerian Branch of the Institute and teaches within
and outside Nigeria in other countries like Dubai, Rwanda and Ghana.
Olusola has been a CEDR Accredited Mediator since 2007. She serves
on various Panels of Neutrals of different ADR institutions.
Stephen Ruzibiza is the current Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
Rwanda Private Sector Federation (PSF) since 2015. He has championed
the transformation of the Federation by embarking enormously on
corrective investment, access to market, capacity building and export
facilitation, as well as advocacy role for the PSF all aimed at promoting
entrepreneurship. Prior to the PSF, he was the Company Secretary and
Head of Legal Affairs at RwandAir Ltd. Prior to joining RwandAir. Mr
Ruzibiza was the State Attorney for the Ministry of Justice in the Legal
Advisory Services Department, assisting Government in negotiating
and drafting contracts, Agreements, MOU’s. Mr Ruzibiza seats on
various boards of Directors.
Antonny Mukulu is a seasoned lawyer and currently works as a Senior
State Attorney/ Contract Drafting Analyst in the Legal Advisory Division
at the Ministry of Justice/ Office of the Attorney General. He has worked
at the Ministry of Justice for ten (10) years since 2008. Antonny has
twelve (12) years of working experience as a legal practitioner. He is the
Chief Legal Expert on the Rwandan team charged with Negotiating the
African Continental Free Trade Area under the auspices of the African
Union Commission. He has participated in several negotiations and
provided legal advice on a number of crosscutting issues including but
not limited to Dispute resolution, business transactions, Investment,
Trade, Procurement, Corporate governance, Construction, Energy
and Project finance. Antonny is a member of the National Committee
Charged with Negotiating Bilateral Investment Treaties. He is also a
member of the National Intellectual Property Task force.
KIAC ANNUAL REPORT July 2017 - June 2018
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Other members of the KIAC Board of Directors
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Mr. Faustin Mbundu
Chair Board of Directors

Kavaruganda Julien
Vice Chair BoD

Barlen Pillay
Member (Mauritius)

Thomas Kendra
Member (Paris)
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Rwanda selected as the headquarters for the African Arbitration
Association (AfAA)

Delegates at the Launch of the African Arbitration Association in Abidjan on 29th June 2018
The highlight of our year was the selection of Rwanda as the host of headquarters of the newly
created African Arbitration Association (AfAA), a non-profit, private sector-led association stands
to promote, encourage, facilitate and advance the use of international arbitration.
The association, which was officially launched on 29th June 2018 in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire under
the auspices of the African Legal Support Facility and African Development Bank. The association
will have its headquarters at the Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC). 62% of voters
selected Kigali mainly because of Rwanda’s ease of doing business and its open visa policy
towards African countries and its outstanding profile in the promotion of Arbitration and ADR.
The launch of the association is the culmination of advocacy for a continental umbrella body
that will actively promote the use of African practitioners, arbitrators and arbitral institutions
at various international conferences. It was finally adopted in Kigali on 2nd May 2018, during the
SOAS Arbitration in Africa conference at a consultative workshop organised by Kigali International
Arbitration Centre (KIAC) in partnership with the International Council for Commercial Arbitration
(ICCA) at Rwanda Convention Center.
Under its constitution adopted on 18th June 2018, AfAA’s role is to support the continuing capacity
development of international arbitration of African parties, institutions and practitioners and
promote its members and their activities in international arbitration and international dispute
resolution. This will address existing challenges in International Arbitration within African countries
notably; the continued referral of African disputes to European and American arbitral authorities
and professionals for settlement; and a lack of awareness of arbitration processes and procedures
among professionals and judges. During the launch, Mr. Godfred Penn, the Ag. General Counsel
and Director of Legal Affairs of the African Development Bank said, “We want arbitration in Africa
for Africa.”
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The AfAA will
•

act as a reference point for information
concerning
activities
in
international
arbitration and alternative dispute resolution
within the African continent

•

increase coordination amongst its members
in respect of Africa-related international
arbitration and alternative dispute resolution
activities;

•

provide greater access to information about
international arbitration and alternative
dispute resolution in Africa;

•

promote African international arbitration
practitioners
and
African
arbitration
institutions within and outside the African
continent;

•

facilitate and encourage the appointment of
African international arbitration practitioners
and the use of African arbitration institutions;

•

advance the use of international arbitration
and alternative dispute resolution as
effective methods of dispute resolution of
Africa-related transactions and disputes;

•

support the provision of technical assistance,
awareness-raising and capacity-building
activities to African governments in order
to assist them in their task of strengthening
the legislative and judicial frameworks in
the field of arbitration and other means of
dispute resolution;

•

enhance awareness of existing capacitybuilding initiatives, to increase coordination
in delivering technical assistance and
capacity-building activities,

•

to enhance cooperation among international
and
regional
organisations,
arbitral
institutions, academic institutions and
professional associations throughout the
African continent

14
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Registration for arbitration practitioners and
African arbitration institutions to become
AfAA members is ongoing. We are excited
that we shall officially launch the association at
the first AfAA Annual International Arbitration
Conference on 3rd-4th April 2019 at Radisson Blu
and Convention Center in Kigali, Rwanda. The
conference will be organised under the theme,
“The Coming of Age of International Arbitration
in Africa”.

Financial support to KIAC from
the Netherlands Enterprise
Agency (RVO)
KIAC entered into partnership with the Center
for International Legal Cooperation (CILC) to
implement a new project named “Training and
organisation of the Institute of Arbitration of
the KIAC” in Rwanda. The Netherlands Ministry
of Economic Affairs through its agency the
Netherlands Enterprise Agency (Rijksdienst
Voor Ondernemend Nederland) funds this
project.
The project has provided technical assistance
in strengthening KIAC’s organizational capacity
and financial sustainability. Furthermore, the
project provided support for the development
of direct outreach activities to potential
development partners, business communities
and the development of proposals with custom
tailored services for potential funding by
development partners. The project supported
the set up of a digital Moodle platform to
facilitate e-learning and certification course
in international arbitration at the first level.
The platform will also facilitate sharing of
knowledge and experiences between ADR
experts and professionals. The project will end
in March 2019.
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AWARENESS AND MARKETING
OF THE CENTRE

KIAC is making gradual progress to raise awareness on the Center’s activities and the ADR practice.
No doubt, this has contributed to the increased number of registered and handled cases in
Arbitration and Mediation. We can confidently say that these awareness initiatives have significantly
contributed to positioning Rwanda as a hub for Arbitration and ADR. It is no wonder that Rwanda
is the home of the AfAA, because of the country’s achievements in ADR promotion.
Central to KIAC’s mandate is promoting ADR through public education, publication and research.
For the first time, KIAC hosted two international conferences to promote the development of
international arbitration practice on the continent, which will in the end position African seats for
international arbitration.

KIAC PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION AT
KNOWLEDGE SHARING PLATFORMS
KIAC Hosts the 5th East Africa International Arbitration Conference

Participants at the EAIA conference, Kigali, September 2017

KIAC ANNUAL REPORT July 2017 - June 2018
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Chief Justice Prof. Sam Rugege during the opening ceremony
The 5th edition of the East Africa International Arbitration Conference (EAIAC) took place in Rwanda
from 28th–29th September 2017 under the theme “Linkages between International arbitration
and Africa’s Economy”. Over 130 international arbitration practitioners from different continents
attended the conference.
Rwanda’s Chief Justice Prof. Sam Rugege officially opened the conference. In his opening remarks,
he said that increased globalization and business transactions among parties from all across the
world increases the likelihood of disputes arising. However, to make it more effective, he challenged
practitioners to seek to understand why it is not as popular in the country and in the region. He
questioned whether arbitration is used as much as it should in Africa and the East African region
in particular. He challenged the participants to ponder on why African arbitration centers are not
used as they should and consider the cost, the credibility of the arbitral process and the arbitration
centers.
It was a productive conference marked by exchange of thoughts and fruitful discussions on various
topics, notably; East Africa’s mega projects and monetary value involved in East Africa-related
international arbitration. More deliberations evolved around the value of awards and how much
money is potentially lost by countries (damages); and the potential of international arbitration as
a moneymaker for African institutions and arbitrators. They also discussed ICSID and investment
arbitration, New York Convention and local award enforcement.
The conference was organized by KIAC in partnership with I-ARB and GBS Africa at a time when
KIAC and by the EAIAC were both celebrating 5years of existence.

16
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KIAC hosts the 2018 SOAS Arbitration Conference in Africa

Participants during the 4th SOAS Arbitration in Africa Conference, Kigali, May 2018

Participants during the 4th SOAS Arbitration in Africa Conference, Kigali, May 2018
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Rwanda hosted Arbitration enthusiasts from Africa and across the globe for the 4th SOAS (School
of Oriental & African Studies-University of London UK) Arbitration in Africa Conference from 2nd-4th
May 2018 at the iconic Kigali Convention Center. The conference was organized under the theme
“The Role of Arbitration Practitioners in the Development of Arbitration” and it attracted over
200 arbitration experts.
The Hon. Min. Evode Uwizeyimana, the Minister of State in charge of Constitutional and Legal
affairs officially opened the conference. The discussions focused on highlighting the crucial role
of the arbitration practitioners and users in the arbitral process and how they can better support
the development of domestic and international arbitration in their individual countries, regions and
collectively across the continent and globally.
The KIAC Secretary General, Dr. Masengo Fidèle added that conferences are an excellent
opportunity to learn from and to interact and exchange viewpoints with other ADR practitioners
from around the world. He urged participants to set up ADR friendly policies, infrastructure and
credible systems acknowledged by the business community as neutral, expeditious, flexible, costefficient, transparent and free of corruption.
According to the SOAS representative, Dr. Emilia Onyema, the Kigali conference theme was part of
the four-year research project titled ‘Creating a Sustainable Culture of Arbitration as a mechanism
for Commercial Dispute Resolution in Africa’. She added that Rwanda as the venue for the meeting
was proposed based on KIAC achievements in arbitration and the reputation of the country. SOAS
has already organized three previous arbitration in Africa conferences (Addis- Ababa 2015; Lagos
2016, Cairo 2017).

KIAC hosts ICCA Consultative Workshop on Cooperation among
African Arbitral Initiatives
As part of the promotion of Arbitration in Africa, KIAC in partnership with the International Council
for Commercial Arbitration (ICCA), organized a Consultative Workshop on Cooperation among
African Arbitral Initiatives at Kigali Convention Center on 2nd May 2018.
One of the recommendations of the workshop included the unanimous agreement to create a
continental umbrella organization- African Arbitration Association that will spearhead the advocacy
efforts to Arbitrate in Africa as well as enhance regional and continental cooperation among existing
capacity -building programs. There was a session for a Technical Briefing on the ICSDS reform
process by ICCA, UNCITRAL.
The workshop had a tremendous success in adopting a resolution for establishing the African
Arbitration Association (AfAA) which will be hosted in Rwanda.

18
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What our stakeholders shared about KIAC

I wanted to take this opportunity to commend you and your team from KIAC on
a fantastic collaboration to host the 4th edition of the SOAS conference. It was a
privilege to be in Kigali and to see all the progress that is going on in Rwanda. All
people of Rwanda have plenty to be proud of.
Sincerely,
Joyce Williams, Esq

It was an absolute pleasure meeting you again during the last SOAS Arbitration in
Africa Conference in Kigali earlier this month. I must congratulate you for a very well
put together Conference. It sure was and intellectually stimulating but entertaining
Conference
Sincerely,
Diane Okoko

Study visit by the French Association of Women Lawyers
……. Au nom de L’Association française des femmes juristes, je tenais à vous adresser
nos plus vifs remerciements pour nous avoir reçues et avoir consacré votre temps
précieux à répondre aux questions de notre délégation. Grâce à vous et à l’accueil
extraordinaire que nous avons rencontré au Rwanda, notre voyage est un vrai succès
et nous revenons abasourdies et heureuses de tout ce que nous avons appris. Nous
savions, en partant, que ce voyage serait très intéressant, mais nous n’imaginions pas
jusqu’à quel point !
Nous sommes parties avec l’idée d’apprendre des Rwandais et, nous n’avons pas été
déçues, nous avons reçu une magnifique leçon d’espoir, de pragmatisme, d’humanité,
d’intelligence collective et avons réalisé combien l’impulsion politique permet de
soulever des montagnes.
Veuillez croire, Messieurs, en l’assurance de mes respectueuses salutations.
Nathalie Leroy
Présidente

KIAC ANNUAL REPORT July 2017 - June 2018
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Publications
One of the core functions of KIAC is to promote ADR through public education, publication and
research. During this year, KIAC a number of academic papers were published on arbitration in
Rwanda, notably;
•

The separatibility Principle Under Rwandan Arbitration Law; Article published by Dr. Fidele
Masengo in the Kigali Independent University Scientific Journal, No 38

•

Attitude of Rwandan Courts Towards Arbitration, Book Chapter in Emilia Onyema, Rethinking
the Role of African National Courts in Arbitration, Wolters Kluwer, 2018;

Many other articles were published in various press/ newspapers and online websites on the
numerous achievements and events organised by KIAC such conferences, seminars and trainings.
This keeps the stakeholders and other development partners informed about the latest developments
in Arbitration and ADR promotion in Rwanda.

KIAC Website statistics

KIAC Website Access Statistics by top 20 countries
(July 2017 - June 2018)
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REGIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING
AWARENESS

SHARING THE KIAC ARBITRATION EXPERIENCE WITH
THE WORLD
NIGERIA:
London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA) symposium:
Proliferation of Arbitration Centres in Africa - A Gift or
a Curse?
It was another opportunity for Dr. Masengo to share the Rwandan ADR experience at the LCIA
symposia that took place from 26th-27th of October 2017 in Abuja Nigeria. He was part of the panel
of ADR experts that shared their presentations on “Proliferation of Arbitration Centres in Africa - A
Gift or a Curse?”
The symposium attracted panels of eminent and experienced international arbitration practitioners
that gave brief presentations on some of the most important areas of international arbitration,
critical to establishing and maintaining an arbitration-friendly environment, in which the international
business community may have confidence. Dr. Masengo’s presentation was on balancing the
relationship between courts and arbitration (ADR).
The SG also attended the International Centre for Arbitration and Mediation Abuja (ICAMA) 2017
biannual African roundtable on arbitration on 25th October 2017. The roundtable was organised
under the theme: Growing and Sustaining Arbitration and ADR in Africa. He was part of the
panel discussing how to balance the relationship between courts and arbitration (ADR).

GHANA:
“Rising to the Challenge of Africa’s Economic Development- the
Role of the Legal Profession”.
Dr. Masengo Fidele shared the Rwanda ADR experience in a presentation titled “Representing
clients at the international arbitration forums: what practitioners must know” at the African
Regional Forum Conference by the International Bar Association that took place in Ghana from
16th-17th November 2017. The conference was organised under the theme “Rising to the Challenge of
Africa’s Economic Development- the Role of the Legal Profession”.
The objective of the Conference focused on assisting African lawyers generally to have a better
response to the challenges faced by African lawyers because of the continent’s economic growth
and other global trends.
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UGANDA:
The 22nd East Africa Law Society Conference (EALS)
Dr. Masengo was part of the panel of experts discussing “the Critical Role of
Arbitration Institutions in East Africa” at the 22nd East Africa Law Society
conference that took place from 15th-18th November 2017 at the Imperial Beach
Resort, Entebbe Uganda. The conference was organised under the theme
“Future-proofing the Legal Profession.

UAE:
Conference organised by the Dubai International
Arbitration Centre
The Dubai International Arbitration Centre organised a conference on 14th
December 2017 under the theme “Foreign Direct Investment Operations
and Investment Disputes in the African Extractive Sector: Challenges And
Opportunities For Africa’s Growth & Development”.
During the conference, participants agreed that International investment
agreements have played a key role in Africa’s development. African States are
party to numerous bilateral and multilateral investment treaties which have
traditionally offered protection to foreign investors and which have permitted
recourse to arbitration to settle investment disputes, under the auspices of
the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), or
similar fora.
Dr. Masengo Fidele had the opportunity to share the Rwanda ADR experience
in one of the sessions. The Conference sought to contribute to a better
understanding of the challenges raised by FDI operations in the African
extractive sector and of their contribution to Africa’s development and growth.
In light of the specifics of the sector and of current arbitration and treaty
practices, the Conference shed light on the protection of foreign investors in the
African extractive sector and on the protection of numerous ‘public interests’
at stake in this sector.
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5

CREATING LOCAL CAPACITY
IN ARBITRATION AND OTHER
ADR MECHANISMS

KIAC has continued to create technical capacity through training and certification to ADR
professionals in various ADR mechanisms. The Centre recognizes that the intervention of
professionals in the arbitral process is very crucial. Through such capacity building initiatives,
Rwanda has successfully created a pool of professionals that are promoting a pro-arbitration culture
while also facilitating them to serve better in the region and efficiently compete internationally. Out
of over 600 professionals trained under KIAC’s training and certification program, 390 are certified
arbitrators, mediators and adjudicators.

KIAC organises training and Certification at the highest level in
International in Arbitration

Hon. Min of Justice and Attorney General Busingye Johnston, Faustin Mbundu, the Chair KIAC BoD,
Julien Kavaruganda, the President of Rwanda BAR Association together with CIArb Tutors and
Rwanda’s first intake of CIArb Fellows
KIAC organised for the first time a three-day Accelerated route to Fellowship CIArb training program
from 25th-27th September 2017 for 25 participants from Rwanda and EAC leading to Fellow of the
CIArb (FCIArb). This was the first intake at Fellowship level and upon successful completion; the
professionals are eligible to be part of the KIAC Panel of International arbitrators that has been
comprised of only international arbitrators.
The Hon. Minister of Justice, Min. Busingye Johnston officially opened the training and highlighted
the importance of International arbitration to the economic and justice sectors because of
the increasing economic activities. He added that it is imperative that all stakeholders work
jointly to develop this sector and provide the necessary conditions for it to grow further in a
sustainable manner.
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Dr. Masengo Fidele said, “It is encouraging to see that beneficiaries of the trainings have participated
in KIAC arbitral proceedings as either arbitrator, counsel representative or expert. Currently,
participants to the trainings also advise their institutions on arbitration practice and adoption of
KIAC clauses in contracts.
The training attracted participants from Rwanda and the EAC region, notably, 2 members from
Kenya, 4 from Uganda, 3 members from the East African Court of Justice and 16 from Rwanda.

KIAC organises Inaugural online introductory Training in Arbitration
In partnership with KIAC, ICAMA (International Centre for Arbitration and Mediation Abuja) and
the Nigerian branch of Chartered Institute Arbitration (CIArb), delivered a two day introductory
Course to International arbitration to 13 participants from 30th April to 1st May 2018 at KIAC office
Nyarutarama. This marked the first successful in-house training, which had both online lectures and
assignments.
With the support of the CILC project, KIAC established a system of ADR training in EA with a fully
developed package of training materials for delivery of e-learning arbitration course through the
Moodle.
This internationally recognized course, gave candidates an understanding of the principles, practices
and procedure of Arbitration in view of international Arbitration and key relevant aspects of the
Rwandan Legal system. The candidates who successfully completed this program are qualified to
apply for the Associate member of CIArb and are eligible to apply for to join the KIAC panel of
Arbitrators.

Seminar on the Role of Legal Counsel in Domestic and International
Arbitration

Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC) organised a two-day seminar on ‘The Role of Legal
Counsel in Domestic and International Arbitration for State Attorneys, Legal counsels and advocates
from April 26th-27th 2018 at KIAC office.
The role of the legal counsel in international arbitration is considered as a core aspect of the success
of any international arbitration. This requires the legal counsel to be well versed and familiar with a
number of jurisdictions, and be specialists across the sectors. This allows counsel to be familiar with
the nuances of the dispute, given that the parties may be intent on settlement discussions during
the course of the Arbitral Tribunal process, as well as ensuring compliance with the rules of the
arbitral tribunal centre and ensuring complying with the steps for case preparation
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Speakers who are all very experienced international arbitration practitioners chaired the sessions.
During the course of two days, they raised and discussed with the participants the key legal and
practical questions relating on the role of the legal counsel, as they arise in the successive stages
of an international arbitration,

KIAC organises Inaugural Young ICCA Kigali Workshop

Kigali International Arbitration Centre hosted the first Young ICCA event, a one-day arbitration
skills training workshop known for 40 junior legal practitioners on 2nd May 2018 at KIAC offices in
Nyarutarama. This highly interactive session introduced participants to the practice of International
Arbitration and Top Tips for a Career in International Arbitration.
Experts also highlighted the importance of involving the youth in building awareness of arbitration
practice, and encouraged them to take an interest in the field and build expertise in it. Prominent
arbitration experts and practitioners conducted the sessions notably, Julien Kavaruganda, Fidele
Masengo, Emmanuel Butare and Isaiah Bozimo from Nigeria.
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INTERNSHIP

KIAC has an ongoing internship program from
professionals who wish to gain experience
in both the legal and practical aspects of
international arbitration. It is becoming more
popular each year with increasing applications
from professionals in Rwanda and from other
parts of the world. They assist in conducting
research on ADR practice, writing publications/
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articles on various topics on Arbitration and ADR
as well as assisting the Center’s staff in various
events like trainings, conference and seminars.
In the past years, international interns that have
practiced at KIAC were from UK, Cameroun,
Kenya, Uganda. University of Rwanda and
University of Kigali have also sent their students
to complete their internship at KIAC.
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6

CONCLUSION AND
WAY FORWARD

During the past annual report, KIAC expressed
four main challenges. Those challenges were
the staffing issue, the lack of enough capacity
building activities, the insufficient awareness
campaign activities and the lack of financial
funding.
Despite the fact that some of those challenges
were totally addressed, it is worth noting
that 2017-2018 was a very fruitful year for our
institution. KIAC recruited two additional staff
to bridge the understaffing gap within the
Centre. One is in charge of case management
and capacity building and the second one is in
charge of operations and projects. During this
year, many capacity building and marketing
efforts were completed that positioned
KIAC and Rwanda as a hub for International
Arbitration. For the first time in our history,
we hosted two International Conferences in
one year. Beyond hosting those conferences,
we have gained an extensive experience by
collaborating with well reputable organizations
such as SOAS and EAIAC.
During the same year, we have also gained the
trust of bringing the continental arbitration
association (AfAA) in Rwanda. It is undoubtedly
that Rwanda is now known as home for
arbitration in Africa through KIAC’s efforts.
In capacity building, for the first time, KIAC
has trained arbitrators to the third level of
CIArb fellows. At the end of the training, KIAC
has been able to register more than 15 first
generation of its trained fellows. Other trainings
concluded included an Entry course and a
training of Young arbitrators organized. The
Young arbitrators training was co-organized in
partnership with ICCA.
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Picking from the immensely successful 20172018 conferences and trainings, we hope to
attract more cases and excellent neutrals to join
both our domestic and international panels of
arbitrators.
In order to consolidate the achievements
and even to move to the next level, KIAC has
undertaken initiatives towards streamlining
the arbitrator’s profession. The proposed
way forward is to establish a CIArb Branch
in Rwanda. Establishing a CIArb branch will
greatly contribute to streamline the activities
of both KIAC arbitrators and ad hoc arbitrators.
It will contribute to building a society of united
and organized learned professionals. The
professional organization will also help to raise
the ethical and deontological standards as well
as co-participate in all coming KIAC capacity
building efforts.
For many years, KIAC has been using foreign
trainers to train its arbitrators. It is time now to
have local trainers accredited by CIArb. In this
regard, we plan to train local CIArb tutors who
will easily implement the CIArb trainings and
reduce the training cost.
Keeping pace with digital era, we will assess the
possibility of introducing IT based trainings and
use IT-based tools to train the CIArb level one
(Entry course).
After six years of arbitration practice, we are
in view that it is also time to revisit the legal
framework governing arbitration in Rwanda.
During the coming year, KIAC will collaborate
with the Rwanda Law Reform Commission and
all other stakeholders involved in reviewing the
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2008 law governing arbitration and conciliation
in commercial matters. This review will assuredly
have an impact on the KIAC governing law and
all its rules. Given the relationship between the
legal framework and the policy, the review of the
legislation will contribute to the coming review
of ADR policy. During both legal framework and
policy reviews, we will create opportunities to
promote the use of mediation. We also intend
to initiate a draft legislation on others ADR such
as adjudication.
As a host institution, KIAC will spearhead the
official registration of the African Arbitration
Association in Rwanda and officially launch its
activities in the country.
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Last but not the least, the center has been
dealing with the finance issue in several ways
including approaching the government and
donors for budget support and raising its
income. We thank the government and donors
who have funded some of KIAC’s activities.
Our sincere gratitude goes to the Netherlands
Government for funding KIAC activities through
the RVO. In order to promote sustainable
Arbitration and ADR in Rwanda and beyond,
we are committed to reinforcing our business
development activities to secure other funds
from development partners.
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