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KIAC Regional Workshop on Arbitration a success
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It has been one year
since the launch of
Kigali
International
Arbitration Centre after
years of planning and its
colorful launch on May
31st 2012 by the
the Rt. Hon. Prime
Minister, Dr. Pierre
Damien Habumuremyi.

developments in the
region and around the
world, with a particular
emphasis
on
the
enforcement of arbitral
awards in this part of
Africa and the role of
national courts.

Without doubt, it was
indeed a big and bold
strategic choice by the
Government of Rwanda
and
Private
Sector
Federation to establish
an arbitration centre.

It was then that a
workshop
on
commercial arbitration
in the EAC was
organized by Kigali
International Arbitration
Centre (KIAC) on the
24th- 25th May 2013.

For the KIAC Board of
Directors
and
Management, one year
was definitely a good
point at which to assess,
share
and
update
arbitration practitioners
in the East African
Community region on
the latest arbitration

Considering
the
diversity of experience
of the 100 participants
that were represented,
the workshop was a
resounding success and
indeed marked a new
platform for regional
collaboration and
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One of the major
outcomes
of
this
workshop was the voice
echoed by participants
who were enthusiastic on
the
proposal to
establish a regional
arbitration Centre for
EAC, with distinct yet
harmonized rules. They
argued that there is need
for the
respective
countries in EAC to
empower
arbitration
practice by providing
various
incentives to
the practitioners.
Countries
include
Kenya,
Nigeria,
Uganda,
the UK.

represented
Burundi,
Mauritius,
Tanzania,
Belgium and

Plans to organise the
2014 conference on
Arbitration in Africa are
underway.
us
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Rwandan professionals trained in Mediation
Kigali
International
Arbitration
Centre (KIAC) organized for the first
time a six-day programme of
comprehensive training for selected
participants
on
commercial
Mediation at Lemigo Hotel from
17th-23rd June 2013.

pool of professionals knowledgeable in
ADR. The training will not only increase
the capacity and knowledge of the 24
participants but also encourage and
develop mediation as cost-effective
dispute resolution mechanism.

According to Bernadette Uwicyeza,
the KIAC Secretary General, "the
training is in line with KIAC’s
commitment to
promoting a
culture of alternative
dispute
resolution (ADR) mechanisms in
Rwanda and the region by creating a

KIAC contracted the Centre for Effective
Dispute Resolution (CEDR) from UK; a
widely recognized institution in commercial mediator training and accreditation.
They were given skills in the Process and
Skills for Effective Mediation, dynamics
of negotiation, techniques and ethics of
mediation, and mediation in commercial
disputes.

Upon successful completion of the
training, the participants will be
assessed to be accredited as CEDR
Accredited Mediator, a level that is
internationally recognized as a
standard of excellence. After this
accreditation, KIAC will have its first
pool of Mediators, who will contribute
to effective commercial dispute
resolution using mediation among the
business community.
It was attended by professionals
including lawyers, University lecturers,
engineers, architects, Bankers and
procurement specialists

KIAC participates at London’s International Marketplace Conference

The
Kigali
International
Arbitration
Centre
(KIAC)
Registrar Thierry Ngoga (pictured
above) participated at the
London’s International MarketFor more information please
annette.mbabazi@kiac.org.rw

visit

place Conference on 09th July
2013. He was part of the plenary
panel that highlighted Dispute
resolution and enforcement
under the theme “Opportunities
in the new dispute resolution
centres”.

examines
trends
in
intra-emerging market trade and
investment and the opportunities
for UK and overseas firms to
forge collaborative relationships
to provide innovative legal
services in those markets.

KIAC’s representation at this
premier event was a statement
of confidence that the world
acknowledges
the
centre’s
existence and contribution to the
professionalization of arbitration
in the region. This conference

We used this opportunity to
show case what makes Rwanda
stand out as an arbitration hub,
shared our experiences and
highlighted the opportunities
that exist for the experts from a
wide range of firms, corporations
and jurisdictions in attendance.
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Law Students from National University of Rwanda visit KIAC
Vision of KIAC, implementation
status as well as the centre’s
challenges . The students had an
opportunity to ask questions.

Under the already existing
mutual collaboration between
KIAC
and
the
National
University of Rwanda, 15
students from the Faculty of Law
Masters Program pursuing the
class
in
International
Commercial Arbitration Law
visited KIAC head office on June
12th 2013.

The students were informed of
lack of data on ADR as one of
the challenges the profession is
facing, they were thus as encouraged to conduct more research on
arbitration and ADR practice in
Rwanda.

The purpose of the visit was for
the students to learn more about
KIAC activities and learn from
the
practice
and
KIAC
experience
on
conducting
arbitration.
Led by their lecturers Dr.

The students during their visit to KIAC
Mathias Niyonzima and Didas M Kayihura, the students
were received by the the KIAC
registrar, Mr. Thierry
Ngoga, who made an informative presentation on the

We believe that the students
benefited from the visit and the
practical world of arbitration and
dispute resolution. We wish them
the best in their studies.

How to file a dispute with KIAC
accompanied by proof of payment of a
non refundable fee of US$ 250 as filing
fees.

Arbitration is a consensual process;
before filing a dispute with KIAC, it
should be noted that both parties will
have to mutually agree that they shall
submit their dispute to KIAC and the
mechanism for its resolution is
arbitration. “

Considering that Arbitration is a less
formal
procedure
than
court
litigation, we have received various
enquiries from the public in regard to
the process of filing disputes with Kigali
International Arbitration Centre (KIAC).
In this issue, we speak to Thierry Ngoga,
the KIAC Registrar who highlights the
process in detail.
“ First of all, bearing in mind that
For more information please
annette.mbabazi@kiac.org.rw
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Within 5 working days,
KIAC then
transmits the request to the respondent
who has to confirm or deny the claims
within 14 days of receipt of the request.
The respondent upon filing a counter
claim pays US$ 250.
Other fees include the Administrative
expenses and Arbitrators’ fees that are
determined based on the sum in dispute
as per KIAC rules. This can be calculated
using the software on KIAC website.

He added, “Crucial to the proceedings
is the fact that the existing agreement
should have an arbitration clause. For
cases where there is no
arbitration
clause in their agreement, but they
mutually agree to resolve their dispute
using
arbitration, both parties can
still agree to file their
dispute by
signing a Submission agreement. “

Both parties then nominate their
arbitrators of choice. Worth noting is that
arbitration awards are final and binding,
making it a more cost-efficient and
speedier dispute resolution mechanism
than court litigation.

Once both parties are willing to
commence arbitration, a written
request for arbitration is sent to KIAC
Secretary General. This shall be
our
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The Quarter in Pictures

An opening speech by the Rwanda Chief Justice His Lordship Prof. Sam
Rugege (center), KIAC Secretary General Ms. Bernadette Uwicyeza (left)
and key note speaker Mr. SHASORE SAN Olasupo (Right) at Arbitration
workshop on May 25th 2012 at Kigali Serena Hotel

All the speakers at the EAC arbitration workshop from May
25th –26th 2013
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The highly renowned arbitrator Prof. Albert Yan Van
den Berg whose presentation focused on
interpretation of the 1958 New York Convention and
applying its text in accordance with best international
practice

Around 100 Participants following attentively during one of the
sessions
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The Quarter in Pictures

Participants during the mediation skills training session at
Lemigo hotel from June 17th –23rd 2013

The participants in the training on mediation skills during one
of the interactive group discussions

Members of the media during the press conference with the
KIAC SG and Registrar on May 22nd 2013

The Law students from the National University of Rwanda during
their visit to KIAC head office on June 12th 2013
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