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Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC) has committed itself to promoting Rwanda
as a regional choice for commercial arbitration. It is in this regard that KIAC initiated an
intensive capacity building program open to local and regional professional in order to
create a pro-arbitration culture.
The training, organized in two sessions in Rubavu from 24th-25th March and 25th-26th
March 2013 respectively, comes as the second intake for the entry course leading to
associate membership of The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) required for the
admission to the KIAC panel of domestic arbitrators. The previous one was conducted in
November 2012.

The training was a learning platform for professionals to acquire the basic knowledge on
arbitration as well as an important platform for brainstorming on key challenges that still
All Enquiries should be hinder the successful practice of arbitration in Rwanda and the region. It has an added
value of certification whereby, upon completion of the final assignment, one is eligible
addressed to
to apply to be Associate member of CIArb.
Participants were from various professions; Lawyers, Engineers, architects, procurement
specialists, accountants ….etc. Rwanda is the first country in the East African region
benKIAC
Communication offering this training, and several participants from neighboring countries have
efited. The 2nd level of the training will take place in May 2013 for only those who will
and Marketing Specialist
have passed the first level. The training was facilitated by the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb)- UK though their Nigeria Branch.
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Rwandan Judiciary trained in Arbitration
A two day training was organized for
judges to enable them to understand
well their role in enforcing arbitration
agreement
and
supporting
the
arbitration process. It was
attended
by 50 members of the judiciary mainly
from the Supreme Court, High court,
the High Court of Commerce and
Commercial courts.
In his opening remarks, the Chief
Justice Sam Rugege said “arbitration
and courts should be perceived as
complementary institutions rather than
in competition”. It is in the vision of
Rwanda’s judiciary to reduce the heavy

load of the courts by ensuring that
many disputes are resolved using
arbitration or mediation. The KIAC
SG reminded the participants that
Investors choose the venue for
arbitration only after considering the
local practice in the judiciary.
Though the concept of arbitration is
not new in the Judiciary, the
participants were trained on the
basics of arbitration and mediation as well
as the intervention and
support of the
courts in enforcement stage of the arbitration agreement and arbitral award where

the
losing party is not willing to
comply with the award voluntarily. The
training took place on 22nd-23rd March
2013.

KIAC to organize an EAC arbitration workshop
May 2013 will mark the first
anniversary of Kigali International
Arbitration Centre ever since its
launch on 31st May 2012.

The KIAC Board of Directors and
the Management would like to
take this opportunity to assess,
share and keep up to date
with arbitration professionals in
the East African Community
region on the latest development
in arbitration in the region and
around the world.

For more information please
annette.mbabazi@kiac.org.rw
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It is in this framework that a two
day conference is scheduled to
take place from May 24th –25th
2013 at Kigali Serena Hotel under
the theme “Arbitration in East

Professionals and academicians
coming from or doing business in
the EAC region.
Around 10 renowned Key
speakers are expected from EAC,
EuropeWest Africa.

African Community: From Law
to Practice”

The lessons learnt from this
regional workshop will guide
KIAC in preparation of the
International
Arbitration
conference for Africa in 2014

The participants will share their
practices especially on the role of
institutional arbitration and how
awards are enforced.

To secure a place, please register
before May 15th 2013. For
further
information
please
contact us on info@kiac.org.rw

Around 100 participants are
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Media practitioners trained in arbitration
and journalists’ knowledge
on arbitration is fairly low,
the workshop was a great
platform to increase their
confidence and ability to
interpret, and develop
stories on arbitration..

Upon recognition of the crucial
role of the media in the
promotion
of
institutional
arbitration through KIAC, a half
day
workshop
for
media
practitioners was conducted to
orient them on the concept of
ADR.
The workshop was attended by
around 40 participants on March
14th 2013.

After the workshop, the
participants
developed
stories with
accurate
information on the importance of institutional
arbitration.

Considering that the trend of
media in Rwanda is changing
from the traditional media to
more interactive media, .

KIAC Intensifies awareness campaigns
The
Kigali
International
Arbitration
Centre
Senior
executives and Chairman BOD
have successfully completed a
series of meetings with selected
associations within the various
chambers of the Rwanda Private
Sector Federation as part of the
centre’s awareness campaigns
program among stakeholders at
national and international level.
The meetings were a favourable
platform where KIAC met with
senior management executives,
and provided them with accurate
For more information please
annette.mbabazi@kiac.org.rw
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information about the centre,
advantages of using ADR
mechanisms, their role as
professionals in adopting ADR
and understand the challenges
faced by private sector in filing
disputes.

The members were from the
Energy
association,
Mining
Association,
Architects and
Engineers association, Lawyers
(Ordre
des
Avocats),
Construction association and the
Bankers association.

It was also an opportunity where
members
expressed their
interest in the KIAC capacity
building initiative to
enhance
their
understanding on the
principles of arbitration and other ADR processes such as
adjudication and mediation.
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The Quarter in Pictures

KIAC Chairman BOD Faustin Mbundu (L), BRD’s Jack Kayonga
(C), Access Bank MD and KIAC SG Bernadette Uwicyeza during
the meeting with members of Bankers association on
March 12th 2013

His Lordship Prof. Sam Rugege (2Left), KIAC SG Bernadette
Uwicyeza (far Left) and trainers from CIArb during the
training for Judges on March 21st 2013

Participants at breakfast meeting from Mining association on
February

Malik Kalima, The Chairman Mining association and KIAC SG
Bernadette Uwicyeza during the meeting with members of
the Mining association
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The Quarter in Pictures

Representatives from the
meeting with Kigali Bar
association on February 25th 2013

The team of trainers from CIArb

Participants from the Judiciary during the two day training on
March 21st 2013
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Media practitioners at the half day workshop organised by
KIAC at Lemigo on March 14th 2013
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