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KIAC International training fosters Arbitration culture and
ensures greater efficiency among Professionals
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Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC) organised a two day comprehensive training
for professionals, as a way of fostering a sustainable pro-arbitration culture in Rwanda
from April 28th-29th 2016.
In her opening remarks, Mme Isabelle KALIHANGABO, Permanent Secretary/ Solicitor
General, Ministry of Justice said, “it is in the vision of Rwanda’s judiciary to ensure that
disputes are resolved using arbitration and other friendly mechanisms of dispute
resolution. This will reduce the backload in the courts. However, to achieve this, we
require trained ADR professionals in the country”. She requested the participants that
although Arbitration is a business, it should be superseded by the passion to provide
justice to all, and reminded them of ethical values such as integrity, truthfulness,
competence, diligence, and selflessness.
Dr. Masengo Fidele, the Secretary General, KIAC highlighted that the Centre's capacity
building initiative of training and certifying professionals has facilitated the creation of a
pool of ADR professionals in the country. Within three years, of the 300 professionals
that have been trained in arbitration, 260 are now accredited by the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators-UK. Rwanda now ranks among the top three countries in Africa with the
highest number of arbitrators in Africa. Interestingly, KIAC has trained 12 international
professionals from the EAC region and one arbitrator from the United States, Switzerland
and South Sudan. He added that this is the 4th session and it has attracted 34
participants from different Banks, law chambers, mining, and construction industry,
corporate and public institutions, within Rwanda and the EAC community. The
participants were reminded to extract full benefit of the training programme for their
personal benefits as well as their organizations.
Upon completion of the assignment and successfully passing the final exam, they will be
eligible to apply to be Associate member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and also
eligible to apply on the KIAC panel of domestic arbitrators in case of the candidate fulfills
other criteria in KIAC Arbitration rules. The training was facilitated by the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) - UK though their Nairobi Branch.
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KIAC at ICCA Congress 2016- Mauritius

Dr. Masengo shares the Rwandan Arbitration experience at the
session with all African Arbitration Centres at ICCA congress

Dr. Masengo speaks to guests at the KIAC stand at the
ICCA Congress, May 2016

Rwanda is making considerable efforts in improving and strengthening KIAC's international character through
networking opportunities. KIAC participated at the 23rd Council for Commercial Arbitration Congress (ICCA
Congress) from 8th-11th 2016 in Mauritius. The Congress which was for the first time in 50years hosted by an
African country, was organised under the theme “International Arbitration and the Rule of Law: Contribution
and Conformity.” In his opening remarks, the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon said that arbitration contributes
to economic development, protects human rights and deepens partnerships of business community.
The major debate focused on how to position Africa as the next major destination for International Arbitration.
According to KIAC SG, Dr. Masengo Fidèle, "Rwanda's participation was therefore a timely and a strategic move to
position the country as a premier seat for international Arbitration and also showcase KIAC's commitment and
capability in effectively and efficiently delivering Arbitration and other ADR services."
Apart from LCIA-MIAC, KIAC was the only African Arbitration centre with an Exhibition stand among others from
US, Europe and Asia. Participants were impressed by KIAC's outstanding caseload of 36 cases. Among the many
enquiries that were received was how interested participants can join the Panel of International Arbitrators. It was
then that the deadline for registration was extended to May 20th 2016. The Congress was a forum for knowledge
sharing and exchanging experiences on international Arbitration practice. Dr. Fidèle was a speaker on two
occasions including the Mauritius Arbitration and Mediation Center (MARC) Conference. Since then, KIAC has
been invited to several international conferences. The SG shared the Rwandan Arbitration experience with media
present.
The Congress was an ideal platform to explore opportunities for partnership with fellow practitioners. The KIAC SG
had networking sessions with ICC and PCA officials who are keen on supporting KIAC in Capacity building,
Research and publications.
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Another Remarkable Arbitration Caseload for KIAC
As we conclude another financial year July 2015-June 2016, we are impressed by the continued increase in the
arbitration case load. Since KIAC started operation, so far, 40 cases have been filed and this is a milestone to be
celebrated. Parties to the cases are from USA, Rwanda, Kenya, Italy, Pakistan, Senegal, South Africa, Dubai, Germany
and Zambia. Below is a summary of the profile of cases filed with KIAC.
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KIAC cases by market industry
Market Industry
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Energy

2
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2
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The growing caseload is surely an achievement to be shouted from the rooftops, considering it takes 3-5 years for a
newly established centre to file the first case.
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KIAC revamps Panel of International and Domestic Arbitrators
As KIAC aspires to take its seat in the International Arena and as the leading Arbitration centre in Africa, KIAC
revamped its panels of international and domestic arbitrators. Following the call for application launched early this
year, after a thorough vetting process, a total of 30 international arbitrators were admitted in May 2016. KIAC now
boasts of arbitrators from over 28 countries worldwide. Remarkably, another call for application for domestic
arbitrators led to the enrollment of 20 professionals in June 2016. The new arbitrators enrolled consists of highly
accomplished and respected experts with exceptional expertise and diverse experiences across a wide range of
fields. The high turn up of applicants can be attributed to KIAC's growing reputation globally, and the growing
interest in international arbitration among professionals that completed the capacity building programs organised
by KIAC.

KIAC Participates at ICC Africa Regional Conference
The KIAC SG, Dr. Fidele Masengo attended the first International
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) Africa Regional Arbitration Conference in
Nigeria from 19th -21st June 2016. The conference was organised by the
ICC International Court of Arbitration and ICC Nigeria. Organised under the
theme, "Arbitration and Africa: Prospects and Challenges", the
conference aimed at giving insight into possible commercial disputes in
Africa and how they could best be resolved through arbitration.
It was another occasion for participants to deliberate on how to respond to
the urgent need for African countries to put in place a robust dispute
resolution mechanism in order to actualize their vision of becoming the next
major destination for foreign direct investments. The lack of an efficient
dispute resolution mechanism might be a major disincentive. The key areas
of discussion at the conference included Africa and investor-state dispute
settlement; impact of the judiciary on arbitration in sub-Sahara Africa; cost
of arbitration in sub-Sahara Africa; role of in-house counsel in arbitration
proceedings; and abuse of process in international arbitration and the
willingness of counsel to accept the outcome of arbitration in sub-Sahara
Africa.
Dr. Masengo together with Edward Luke, a new member of the KIAC Panel of
International Arbitrators, during the ICC Conference
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Kigali International Arbitration Centre
P.O Box 695
Nyarutarama, KG 9 AV. N°. 66
Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +25(0)788316099
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